Worksheet 
First impressions of the Indigenous people

Task 1
Look closely at the artworks of the Indigenous people of Port Jackson. Describe the people as if you had seen them for the first time. Include anything you can tell about their daily life.

Task 2
Read the observations of the Indigenous people written in the journals of John Hunter who sailed with the First Fleet as second captain on board HMS Sirius.
What did he think the Indigenous people were like?

Task 3
The language used at the time of the First Fleet was not the same as the English you use today. Match the words and phrases to show the meaning.
	peeping from their concealments
	
	entirely

	durst not gratify natural curiosity
	
	in order to keep them safe

	to be very absolute
	
	to have made a firm decision

	unwilling to suffer them to advance
	
	did not dare to come and see for themselves

	wholly from an idea of danger
	
	watching from a hiding place

	intirely
	
	coming to us for a chat


Task 4
What are the differences between your descriptions and Hunter’s descriptions?

What sort of people would he be used to seeing in his own country?

Would ideas of handsomeness and beauty be the same in different parts of the world? 

Choose some other phrases from the journal and write how you would say them today.

