
First Australia Day Worksheet 
Activity 1

Using the painting by Algernonn Talmage (1937). Identify and describe features of the first Australia Day Ceremony

Activity 2

What can an historian tell from the painting? How could this information be useful to an historian?
When did the event occur and when was the painting done? Why would this information be important to an historian?
How could you make sure the painting is an accurate record of the event? 

Explore more questions
Talmage’s painting

What details did you discover about which people are represented in the scene and the history of the painting? 
If you were a local Indigenous person near Sydney Cove in 1788, how might you have viewed the ceremony?

How do Australians celebrate Australia Day?

What are we celebrating on Australia Day?

Based on the evidence, on what day should Australia day be celebrated – January 26 or 27?
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